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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

This invention relates to an apparatus and methods for easily and efficiently

scanning photos from film and processing the scanned data to enable the user to

generate high quality copies for printing or display, as desired. The invention also

relates to programs of instructions for implementing various aspects of the photo

extraction and processing technique.

Description of the Related Art

With the convenience and high quality reproducibility that digital images

offer and the increased capability of today's scanners, many people are converting

images, such as film or slides (negatives or positives), into digital images to display,

print, transmit, store, etc. To do this, a user first places a set of picture frames, e.g.

film negatives, in an appropriate template or holder and places the holder on the

scanner bed. There are holders for most, if not all, film formats, and there may be

more than one type of holder for a given film format. The pictures are then scanned

and then reproduced.

The problem is that often the overall process can be somewhat burdensome

and time consuming to produce the results that the user wants. Care must be

taken to correctly place the pictures in the holders and also to correctly place the

holders on the scanner bed. Moreover, sometimes the user may only be interested

in certain select frames and therefore may not want to spend the time and resources

to generate a high quality reproduction of each frame. The user may simply wish to

quickly view all of the frames and then select which of the frames to send to the

printer/copier for high quality reproduction.

Conventional systems do not provide an easy and efficient way to handle

such processing requirements.
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OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Objects of the Invention

Therefore, it is an object of the present invention to overcome the

aforementioned problems of conventional systems by providing such an easy and

5 efficient photo extraction technique.

It is another object of this invention to provide a method, apparatus and

program of instructions for extracting individual images from a medium contained

in a holder having image-holding areas.

Summary of the Invention

10 According to one aspect of this invention, a method for extracting individual

^ images from a medium, such as negative film, positive film or slides, is provided.

^ The method comprises the steps of scanning the medium at a relatively low

Sf resolution to generate a low-resolution digital representation of the medium and the

m individual images thereon; processing the low-resolution digital representation; and

^5 generating an index of all individual images identified on the medium. The
fji

processing of the low-resolution digital representation includes defining borders of

^ the medium, such that all of the individual images are within the defined borders;

rS applying a smoothen filter to the low-resolution representation; detecting edges of

fy each area containing at least one image; determining, and if necessary correcting,

^ the orientation of the medium; and locating each of the individual images within its

corresponding area in the medium.

In another aspect, the invention involves a method for extracting individual

images from a medium, such as negative film, positive film or slides, contained in a

holder having image-holding areas, comprising the steps of scanning the medium
25 and the holder at a relatively low resolution to generate a low-resolution digital

representation of the holder and the medium including the individual images

thereon; processing the low-resolution digital representation; and generating an

index of all individual images identified on the medium. The processing of the low-

resolution digital representation includes defining borders of the holder, such that

30 all of the image-holding areas and all of the individual images contained therein are

within the defined borders; applying a smoothen filter to the low-resolution

representation; detecting edge segments of the image-holding areas; detecting and

identifying each of the image-holding areas; determining the orientation of at least

one image-holding area with respect to a reference, and if it is determined that the

35 at least one image-holding area is. skewed with respect to the reference, correcting
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the orientation of the at least one image-holding area; and locating each of the

individual images within the image-holding areas.

The method may further comprise selecting one or more of the individual

images from the index which may comprise a collection of thumbnail images; re-

5 scanning each of the selected individual images at a relatively high resolution; and

generating a high-resolution output of each of the selected individual images.

The border-defining step may comprise darkening pixels in, or within a

predetermined distance from, the outer-most row/column of pixels representing the

holder.

10 When the low-resolution digital representation is a RGB color representation,

the filter-applying step may comprise applying the smoothen filter to only the R
data of each pixel in the low-resolution representation. Preferably, each output

^ pixel of the smoothen filter is determined by the weighted average of the pre-

filtered version of that pixel and each of the pixels in a pre-defined neighborhood.

The edge-detecting step may comprise reducing the low-resolution

representation to binary data, and then reducing the binary data to boundaries of

the image-holding areas. More particularly, the edge-detecting step may comprise

applying an edge detector to the low-resolution representation, wherein each output

pixel of the edge detector is determined by a pre-defined edge-detecting-filter

kernel, and then applying a threshold test to each output pixel to determine

whether that output pixel is above or below a pre-determined threshold, and

making that output pixel either a 1 or a 0 based on the result of the threshold test.

The detecting and identifying step may comprise distinguishing the detected

edge segments of the image-holding areas from all artifacts that resemble an image-

25 holding-area edge segment, identifying groups of connected edge segments, and

identifying each of the image-holding areas from the size and shape of the

corresponding group of connected edge segments.

The orientation-determining step may comprise computing the rotation angle

of one or more image-holding area with respect to the reference by computing the

30 Hough transform of a representative line drawing of that image-holding area.

The step of locating individual images may comprise identifying boundaries

of the medium in each of the identified image-holding areas, and may further

comprise identifying boundaries of each individual image.

Another aspect of the invention involves an apparatus for extracting

35 individual images from a medium, such as negative film, positive film or slides.
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contained in a holder having image-holding areas. The apparatus comprises a

scanner for scanning the medium and the holder at a relatively low resolution to

generate a low-resolution digital representation of the holder and the medium
including the individual images thereon; a storage medium in communication with

5 the scanner for storing the low-resolution representation; means in communication

with the storage medium for processing the low-resolution digital representation;

and means for generating an index of all individual images identified on the

medium. The processing means includes means for defining borders of the holder,

such that all of the image-holding areas and all of the individual images contained

10 therein are within the defined borders; means for applying a smoothen filter to the

low-resolution representation; means for detecting edge segments of the image-

holding areas; means for detecting and identifying each of the image-holding areas;

means for determining the orientation of at least one image-holding area with

^ respect to a reference, and, if it is determined that the at least one image-holding

^ area is skewed with respect to the reference, for correcting the orientation of the at

Sj least one image-holding area; and means for locating each of the individual images

within the image-holding areas.

^ The apparatus may further comprise means for selecting one or more of the

p individual images from the index which may comprise a collection of thumbnail

Wo images; and means for generating a high-resolution output of each of the selected

11 individual images wherein the scanner re-scans each of the selected individual

Q images at such a high resolution.

The border-defining means may darken pixels in, or within a predetermined

distance from, the outer-most row/column of pixels representing the holder.

25 When the low-resolution digital representation is a RGB color representation,

the smoothen-filter-applying means applies the smoothen filter to only the R data of

each pixel in the low-resolution representation. Preferably, each output pixel of the

smoothen filter may be determined by the weighted average of the pre-filtered

version of that pixel and each of the pixels in a pre-defined neighborhood.

30 The edge-segments-detecting means may reduce the low-resolution

representation to binary data, and then reducing the binary data to boundaries of

the image-holding areas. More particularly, the edge-segments-detecting means

may apply an edge detector to the low-resolution representation, wherein each

output pixel of the edge detector is determined by a pre-defined edge-detecting-filter

35 kernel, and then applying a threshold test to each output pixel to determine

whether that output pixel is above or below a pre-determined threshold, and

making that output pixel either a 1 or a 0 based on the result of the threshold test.
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The detecting and identifying means may distinguish the detected edge

segments of the image-holding areas from all artifacts that resemble an image-

holding-area edge segment, identify groups of connected edge segments, and

identify each of the image-holding areas from the size and shape of the

5 corresponding group of connected edge segments.

The orientation-determining-and-correcting means may compute the rotation

angle of one or more image-holding area with respect to the reference by computing

the Hough transform of a representative line drawing of that image-holding area.

The locating means may identify boundaries of the medium in each of the

10 identified image-holding areas, and may further identify boundaries of each

individual image.

In accordance with further aspects of the invention, any of the above-

^ described methods or steps thereof may be embodied in a program of instructions

Q (e.g., software) which may be stored on, or conveyed to, a computer or other

W5 processor-controlled device for execution. Alternatively, any of the methods or steps

thereof may be implemented using functionally equivalent hardware components,

Ul or a combination of software and hardware.

~ Other objects and attainments together with a fuller understanding of the

hf invention will become apparent and appreciated by referring to the following

Sb description and claims taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

O BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings wherein like reference symbols refer to like parts:

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating components in an exemplary image

reproduction system that may be used to implement aspects of the present

25 invention.

Fig. 2 is a top view of a standard film holder with negative film contained in

film-holding areas of the film holder.

Fig. 3 is a flow diagram showing the steps of the initial-scan and final

processing according to embodiments of the invention.

30 Fig. 4 illustrates the edge detection step of the initial-scan processing

according to embodiments of the invention.

Fig. 5 illustrates an exemplary kernel for the edge detection filter which may
be employed in the edge detection step.
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Fig. 6 illustrates the step of detecting possible film slots of the initial-scan

processing according to embodiments of the invention.

Fig. 7 illustrates the step of identifying true film slots of the initial-scan

processing according to embodiments of the invention.

5 Fig. 8 illustrates the step of identifying film areas of the initial-scan

processing according to embodiments of the invention.

Fig. 9 illustrates an index page generated in the final processing according to

embodiments of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS
10 Fig. 1 illustrates components in a typical image reproduction system 10 in

^ which the techniques of the present invention can be employed. As illustrated in

%B Fig. 1, the system includes a central processing unit (CPU) 11 that provides

ffi
computing resources and controls the computer. CPU 11 may be implemented with

a microprocessor or the like, and may also include a graphics processor and/or a

Wb floating point coprocessor for mathematical computations. System 10 further

- includes system memory 12 which may be in the form of random-access memory

(RAM) and read-only memory (ROM).

A number of controllers and peripheral devices are also provided, as shown in

H Fig. 1. Each input controller 13 represents an interface to one or more input devices

20 14, such as a keyboard, mouse or stylus. There is also a controller 15 which

communicates with a scanner 16 or equivalent device for digitizing photographic

images. One or more storage controllers 17 interface with one or more storage

devices 18 each of which includes a storage medium such as magnetic tape or disk,

or an optical medium that may be used to record programs of instructions for

25 operating systems, utilities and applications which may include embodiments of

programs that implement various aspects of the present invention. Storage

device(s) 18 may also be used to store data to be processed in accordance with the

invention. A display controller 19 provides an interface to a display device 21 which

may be a cathode ray tube (CRT) or thin film transistor (TFT) display, A printer

30 controller 22 is also provided for communicating with a printer 23 for printing

photographic images processed in accordance with the invention. A communications
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controller 24 interfaces with a communication device 25 which enables system 10 to

connect to remote devices through aiiy of a variety of networks including the

Internet, a local area network (LAN), a wide area network (WAN), or through

suitable electromagnetic carrier signals including infrared signals.

5 In the illustrated embodiment, all major system components connect to bus 26

which may represent more than one physical bus. For example, some personal

computers incorporate only a so-called Industry Standard Architecture (ISA) bus.

Other computers incorporate an ISA bus as well as a higher bandwidth bus.

While all system components may be located in physical proximity to one

10 another, such is not a requirement of the invention. For example, the scanner, the

printer, or both may be located remotely of processor 11. Also, programs that

CB implement various aspects of this invention may be accessed from a remote location

m (e.g., a server) over a network. Thus, scanned data, data to be printed, or software

embodying a program that implements various aspects of the invention may be

conveyed to processor 11 through any of a variety of machine-readable medium

including magnetic tape or disk or optical disc, any of which may be used to

S; implement system memory 12 or storage device(s) 18, network signals or other

yj suitable electromagnetic carrier signals including infrared signals.

Overview

20 The photo extraction technique of the present invention directs scanner 16 to

scan individual black & white (b & w) or color photos from negative or positive 35

mm or 4 X 6 in. film. With this technique, all such film types and sizes can be

accommodated. Moreover, although the technique is primarily designed for film,

and in particular negative film, the technique will also work with slides. In much of

25 the following discussion negative film is taken to be the scanned medium.

The negatives 32 are placed in a standard film holder 31, as shown in Fig. 2.

This assembly (i.e., the holder 31 with the negatives 32 contained therein) is then

placed on the scanner bed. A low-resolution, color scan of the negatives and the

holder is taken by scanner 16 and the low-resolution representation is stored (e.g.,

30 in system memory 12 or a storage device 18). In one embodiment, this low-
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resolution scan is done at a resolution of 96 dots per inch (dpi), although other

resolutions may be used. The trade-off here is speed vs. more accurate downstream

processing, such as in more accurately locating individual photos and more

accurately determining orientations. Also, although the final scan resolution is not

5 limited and only affects the resolution of the final output image, the quality of the

final output will reflect any inaccuracies of the initial-scan calculations. A 96 dpi

resolution initial-scan seems to be a reasonable compromise, taking into account

these considerations.

The photo extraction technique processes the digital representation of the

10 low-resolution scan of the film and holder, prints an index page comprising

thumbnails for all of the individual photos found in the film, and uses the

information gathered about the size and position of each photo to direct the scanner

^ to scan desired photos at high-resolution for printing. In the course of processing

^ the low-resolution representation (i.e., the initial-scan processing), the photo

OrS extraction technique automatically detects the type of film (e.g., 35 mm, 4x6 in.,

^ etc.) and automatically corrects for crooked placing of the holder on the scanner bed,

rz so the technique requires minimal manual input. Once the film is placed in the

PJ holder and the holder on the scanner bed, the technique may be implemented so

p that the only other user input required is the indexes of the photos to be printed in

20 high-resolution.

For ease of description and understanding, the processing of the initial-scan

representation can be divided into eight steps. The boundaries of these steps have

been defined herein for the convenience of description. Alternate boundaries may

be defined so long as the specified functions and relationships thereof are

25 appropriately performed.

Once the individual photos have been found in the initial-scan processing, an

index print can be made and user-selected photos can be scanned and printed in

higher resolution.

The eight steps of initial-scan processing are described below in the context of

30 a color digital representation. These steps are also illustrated in the flow diagram

of Fig. 3.
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Initial-scan Processing

1. Fill Edges

First, in step 301, some pixels on or near the borders (e.g., pixels in 1-3 of the

outer-most rows and columns) of the low-resolution digital representation 30 are

5 made black. This ensures that any light areas are inside the holder and not

outside. This greatly reduces the amount of variation, aiding in the automatic

detection of photo size and of the actual film-holding areas 33 of the initial-scan

while reducing the amount of processing necessary to do so.

2. Smoothen

B) In step 302, one color channel of the altered low-resolution representation is

m isolated, smoothened, and stored in a separate buffer. Of the three channels in an

%l RGB color representation, it was experimentally determined that red is the most

reliable indicator of the difference between the solid portion of the film-holder 31

and openings in the holder including areas 33 that may contain film. Thus,

1=6 preferably the red channel is isolated, smoothened, and stored in this step. Each

5! channel typically comprises an 8 bit/pixel stream of data for a total of 24 bits/pixel,

U1 although other resolutions are possible. In any case, using only one channel of data

reduces the processing necessary at this step while maintaining reliability.

The "smoothen filter" is a linear filter that is used to eliminate noise in the

20 low-resolution representation that might slow down the processing during later

steps, such as steps 304 and 305, of the technique. The smoothen filter eliminates

many of the edges that would otherwise appear in the edge detection step (step

303), but does not eliminate any of the edges that represent boundaries of areas

that may contain film.

25 The smoothen filter smoothens one channel (e.g., the red channel) of data of

the low-resolution representation as the filter transfers the data from its input

buffer to its output buffer. Each of the buffers can be implemented, for example, as

an area of system memory 16, a high-speed area of storage in storage device 18, or

other functionally equivalent way. Each output pixel is determined by the weighted

30 average of it (pre-filtered) and each of the pixels in a pre-defined neighborhood. The
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size of the pre-defined neighborhood and the weight to be assigned to each input

pixel are determined by a pre-defined kernel. The m x n kernel to be used depends

on the initial-scan resolution. In one embodiment, a. 3 x 3 kernel of all I's, where

the output pixel value is the average of the input pixel and its eight adjacent

5 neighbors, is used. Depending on the weighting, the smoothened channel may be

converted from an n bits/pixel data stream to an m bits/pixel data stream.

An unadulterated copy of the low-resolution representation must still be

stored so that the thumbnails of the photos can be extracted once their positions

have been determined. Safeguards in later stages compensate for slight errors that

10 may be introduced here that effect the detection of the exact location of edges.

j2 3. Detect Edges

In step 303, the low-resolution representation from step 302 is reduced to

01 binary data, and an edge detector reduces the resulting binary data to only the

critical information (e.g., boundary lines 30a around the openings including areas

T5 for holding the film 33). The photo extraction technique examines the data for the

O distinctive edges that represent the slightly rough outlines of the film-holding areas

n\ 33 within the holder. This step is illustrated in Fig. 4, which shows the holder data

zJ being reduced to boundary lines 34, some of which define film-holding areas 33.

Reducing the low-resolution representation to binary data (e.g., b & w) is

20 preferably done by isolating the red channel of the RGB data. It was

experimentally determined that the red channel is more robust in locating the film-

holding areas than either of the other two channels. The actual threshold value

used to determine whether a given pixel is to be black or white may vary, but the

inventors have used a value of 35 (on a scale of 0 to 255). Any pixel whose 24-bit

25 RGB color value has a red value below the threshold value (e.g., 35) is assumed to

be in a non-film-holding area and is therefore made black. Any pixel with a red

value above the threshold value is likely to be in a film-holding area and is

therefore made white.

For convenience, the edge detector can be implemented as an edge detection

30 filter which can be the same as the smoothen filter except for the kernel it uses.
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However, other functionally equivalent edge detection filters may be used. As with

the smoothen filter, the m x n size of the edge detection filter kernel depends on the

resolution of the representation. In one embodiment, the kernel shown in Fig, 5 is

used. With this kernel, the value of the output pixel is eight times the value of the

corresponding input pixel minus the value of each of the input pixel's adjacent

neighbors. Each output pixel value is then made either a 1 or a 0 by applying a

threshold test to it. Each pixel having a value greater than zero becomes 1 and

each pixel having a value less than or equal to zero becomes 0.

4. Detect Possible Film Slots

The edges detected in step 303 form various connected components. Each

connected component may represent a film-holding area 34 of the holder 31 or may

represent some artifact 35 of the holder. Areas 34 are distinguished from the

artifacts 35 by size and shape in step 304.

One way in which the connected components can be determined is as follows.

A row-based, run-length table is created for the edge detector output. Because the

data is binary and I's are sparse, this table is quite compact, A two-pass procedure

on this table first links connected segments and then groups the linked segments

under unique identifying labels. That is, linked segments are each given the same

identifying label to indicate that they belong to the same connected component.

Every pixel that had a value of 1 in the input has value replaced with its

component's label value, which is an integer between 0 and the total number of

components minus one. The total number of components is recorded (e.g., in system

memory 12 or storage device 18) for later use.

Film-holding areas 34 can be distinguished by user selection, or by a

machine-readable identifier (such as a bar code) on the holder which identifies the

type of film holder and the size of the film-holding areas. In other embodiments,

the photo extraction technique uses the size and shape of the area under

consideration to determine whether it is a film-holding area or not. An area is

determined to possibly contain film if it is at least the minimum height and width of

the smallest possible film-holding area. Of the two most common holders (35 mm
and 4x6 in.), 35 mm holders have a smaller film-holding area (112.5 mm x 24 mm).
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In one embodiment, an area is deemed to contain film if its bounding rectangle

(which is defined by the area's maximum and minimum x and y coordinates)

contains at least 800 x (low-resolution representation (in dpi)/120 dpi) pixels and

has a height of at least 3.33 in. Fig. 6 illustrates the results of distinguishing

5 connected components representing film-holding areas 34 from those representing

artifacts 35.

5. Identify True Film Slots

Based on the size and shape of the areas 34, the type of film (35 mm or 4 x 6

in.) can be detected. In step 305, detected film-holding areas 34 are set aside from

ID the unwanted areas (i.e., the rest of the holder), as illustrated in Fig. 7.

2 Because of the sizes of the film-holding areas in the two most popular

zl holders, a 4 x 6 in. film area can be distinguished as having a width w and a height

O h, where 4 in. < u; < 6 in. and 5 in. < < 6 in, and a 35 mm film area can be
y1

M distinguished as having a width w and a height h, where 24 mm < u; < 4 in. and

1=5 112.5 mm < h < b in. These measurements are converted to pixels according to the

'2; resolution (in dpi) of the representation. An error margin of a few pixels (e.g., 3 for

m 96 dpi) ensures that any slight error introduced by the coarse discretization of

pixels in the low-resolution representation will not harm the results of the

processing.

20 Having identified true film slots, each of the following steps is carried out for

each area that may hold film.

6. Determine and Correct Film Orientation

This is the most time-consuming step. The rotation angle of each film-

holding area is found in step 306 by computing the Hough transform of the area's

25 representative line drawing (which can be easily taken from the output of the edge

detector). In one embodiment, the Hough transform is used to compute the angle of

tilt of each component surrounding a particular film-holding area. The angle of tilt

is used to straighten the skewed representation in order to create thumbnail images

of the individual photos and will later be used to de-skew the final scan images for

30 printing.
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The Hough transform is a well-known technique for changing the basis of a

digital representation by mapping lines in the representation to points. Each pixel

in a given component's outline is considered, and in particular each line in the

representation passing through that pixel and having a slope between 0° and 360°

5 and a multiple of d9, which is 0.25° in one embodiment, is considered. Each such

line, which may pass through one or more pixels, is given a number of "votes" equal

to the number of pixels through which the line passes, line through each pixel pair

is determined and is recorded as one vote. The component's angle is determined

from the slope of the line that has the most votes. All other output of the Hough

10 Transform module is ignored.

_ Accuracy of the Hough Transform's output can be sacrificed for speed, if

desired. One way to do this is to increase d8. Another way to do this is by sub-
fn

m sampling the pixels of a component to reduce the amount of computation. There are

also other, less robust ways of determining the skew angle. For example, it may be

tf5 deemed unnecessary to compute the skew angle of each component individually

~ because they should all be in the same orientation in the holder. In fact, depending

§ji on the accuracy desired, other suitable skew detection algorithms could be used

instead of the Hough Transform.
yi

2 Assuming that the Hough Transform is employed, thereafter a new buffer is

20 created to hold the de-skewed image data of the film-holding section corresponding

to the component. This buffer, which may be a portion of system memory 12, is

reused for each component. The value of each pixel in the de-skewed component is

determined by using trigonometry to locate its coordinates in the skewed image

from its new coordinates and the skew angle, which the Hough Transform has

25 computed. Because the computed coordinates of a pixel in the skewed image may

not be integers, it is not possible in general to simply transplant each individual

pixel from the skewed image to the de-skewed image. Each pixel can be

transplanted by taking the pixel that is the closest match to the computed value of

its coordinates or by taking a weighted average of the pixels (up to four pixels)

30 surrounding the calculated non-integral coordinates. The latter method might lead

to higher quality in the de-skewed image, but since the preservation of image
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quality at this stage affects only the thumbnail display, it is only of moderate

importance and is not crucial to performance of later processing.

With coordinates for the boundaries of a film-holding area and its angle of

rotation, the photo extraction technique straightens the area relative to its

5 orientation in the low-resolution representation and copies it (preferably, in 24-bit

color) into a temporary buffer, which may be a portion of system memory 12, for

further processing. After rotation, the film's longer dimension is vertical and the

shorter dimension is horizontal. For 35 mm film, this dimension of the film is

referred to as its width, not its height.

10 Any reasonable angle (say ±10°) of crookedness in the low-resolution

Q representation can be corrected. The limitation on the size of the angle lies not in

1^ this step, but later, in the final scan of the desired photo. If the angle is too great,

2 the final scan will require more lines of buffer space than may be available. For one
"si? -

O row of width w pixels of straightened output to be produced from a scan at angle 6,

w xi sin(Q) lines of buffer are required. If oiily a few rows are available, the photo

1=. extraction technique can determine here that it will require that the film holder be

U1 manually straightened and that another initial-scan be attempted, thus preventing
i: ^ 1

if\ wasted downstream processing.

7. Identify Film Areas

20 The de-skewed components usually need to be cropped down since unwanted

borders may exist as an artifact of the rotation. This is step 307 in the process and

is illustrated in Fig. 8. The cropping algorithm simply attempts to find an area

defined by each component that is 24 mm (or 4 in. in the case of 4 x 6 in. film) wide

and of variable height (or 5 in. in the case of 4 x 6 in. film), which represents the

25 film. Once the film has been isolated, the photos can be found.

The algorithm determines the cropping coordinates of each de-skewed

component as follows. It finds the first and last horizontal line segments having a

length substantially equal to the width of the film (24 mm or 4 in.) translated into

pixels, depending on the initial-scan resolution, that fall within the color range of

30 the film. The range used by the inventors is 70<R + G+ B< 620. The beginnings
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and endings of these two segments are respectively averaged to yield the lower and

upper bound x-coordinates for cropping.

With the vertical boundaries of the cropping determined, the horizontal

boundaries need to be found. This is done by checking the vertical line that runs in

5 the center of the vertical crop lines. The first and last vertical line segments along

this line that contain the number of pixels equivalent to the length of the picture

(36 mm or 5 in., depending on the film type detected) within the color range for the

film are found. The horizontal boundaries are thus determined. If the algorithm

has failed to yield a reasonable area (i.e., the area is too small in either width or

10 height to be a photo), the component is discarded as containing no film.

J 8. Find Photos

yi In step 308, the individual photos are found. In the case of 4 x 6 in. film,

p each film-holding area represents only one photo, so the photo is trivially extracted

72 from the holder. The previous cropping ensures that no part of the film holder is

%p included in any final printout of the photo. This cropping amounts to no more than

Ul a few pixels on each edge and accounts for blending of pixels in the low resolution

|H representation as well as possible discrepancies in placement between the first and

5=^' final scans.

For 35 mm film, the convention is that the viewable image is 24 x 36 mm.

20 However, to accommodate slight variations between cameras, all specific values are

given a margin of error of a few pixels (3 in the case of a 96 dpi initial-scan

resolution) to ensure that the photo borders do not appear in the final scan. Any

scratches, holes, etc. are colored in with the color of unexposed film so that they do

not interfere with the detection. In the case of 35 mm film, many photos may sit

25 side-by-side on one section of film. Thus, the individual photos must be separated

from one another.

Each horizontal band that is within a certain tolerance of lightness so as to

be considered unexposed film is marked. The photo extraction technique searches

for possible locations of photos by deciding which groups of bands represent the

30 space between photos. Considered in this calculation are the widths and alignment
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of the groups. Each photo is copied into a collective buffer, which may be

implemented in system memory 12, from where it will be accessed to create the

index print. The location of each frame in the initial scan is stored for quick

retrieval in case the user should desire to re-scan and print it in high resolution.

5 More specifically, a "find photos" algorithm is employed which takes the

straightened and cropped film and attempts to break it up into separate photos. In

the case of 4 x 6 in. film, there is only one photo to find and it is simply extracted.

35 mm film is more difficult because the number of photos on the section of film is

usually unknown.

10 For 35 mm film, "find photos" first scans through the film in horizontal rows,

p Any row with an average i? + G + S value below 70 (same threshold as above in

crop frame) is replaced with a row of pixels with RGB values G, B), which are

Oj experimentally determined and can be tuned to a particular scanner, scanner

O setting, and film type. While actual R, G, B values will vary depending on the type

1$ of film and scanner, in one embodiment, for 35 mm, 200 speed Kodak® film, R -

L, 249, G = 184 and B = 150 provided good results. This row replacement step is

m intended to combat an error that may be introduced when glare from the scanner

m causes two adjacent film sections to be interpreted as one large section.

M= Now each color channel of row is considered again. If its average pixel value

20 is above 99% of the experimentally determined color (for that channel) of unexposed

film, it is marked as a possible border between frames. Since the space between

frames is typically about 1.5 mm, the algorithm searches for contiguous blocks of

about that size to determine which of the candidates are the true borders between

the photos. Since the size of the borders can vary from camera to camera and are

25 not necessarily precise, some flexibility is preferably built in to this aspect of the

algorithm.

The positions of the photos are found as follows. First, the film is examined

lengthwise. Any location before a candidate border row is considered a possible

"finish" location for a photo. Any location after a candidate border row is considered

30 a possible "start" location of a photo. The algorithm searches for a set of "starts"

and "finishes" that do not overlap, and where each "start" is followed by a "finish"
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36 mm down film and each "finish" (except the last one) is followed by a "start" 1.5

mm down film.

To obtain this set, the algorithm searches for the first "start" location that

has a "finish" 36 mm (give or take the error margin) after it. Once this has been

5 found, the algorithm looks back up through the film to find the first photo on the

roll. The algorithm attempts to adaptively detect the starting and finishing

locations of photos, but if they can not be found, the default values of 36 mm and 1.5

mm are used. Each photo's location is recorded and each photo is copied into a

buffer of thumbnails. These can be sorted as desired to create an index page for

10 directing the final scan.

^ Final Processing

Now that each photo has been indexed and stored as a thumbnail, an index

O page can be prepared in step 309. As illustrated in Fig. 9, this index can be one

M, printed page showing thumbnails of all the photos along with their index numbers.

%d This page, designed to be output to printer 23, is prepared line-by-line, so very little

yi memory is required. Alternatively, or in addition to printing, the index page can be

Lfl displayed on display device 21.

H The user looks at the index page and decides which photos are to be printed

in high resolution. The user then selects the index or indices and resolution for the

20 final scans. The photo extraction technique directs the scanner 16 to scan each

desired frame from the negatives in the film holder on the scanner bed, straightens

and prints each photo using the angle and position data determined from the

initial-scan processing. Note that this assumes that the film holder on the scanner

bed has not shifted since the initial scan was taken.

25 When a particular photo is selected to be re-scanned in high resolution, the

coordinates of its corners from the initial-scan are scaled into coordinates in the

new, higher resolution. The scanner 16 is directed to scan only lines that contain

data relevant to the photo. A buffer, which may be in system memory 12, collects

these lines.
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As soon as the buffer contains all the data for one row of output (because the

input data is skewed and the output is de-skewed), that row is rotated and output to

the printer pipeline. New lines are read into the buffer until another line may be

output. As the buffer fills up, old data is dumped out and new data fed in. It is

5 possible that the overwritten lines still contain data that has not yet been output to

the printer. This case is avoided not by explicit checking, but by calculating

whether the buffer's size is large enough to hold one entire line of output. If so, no

error will usually result from overwriting. If not, the angle of skew is too great, in

which case the user is prompted to choose a lower resolution or to manually

10 straighten the film holder and try again. Because this depends only on the final-

scan resolution and angle of skew, the technique can be configured to abort its

% procedure as soon as it knows the angle and the output resolution. The earliest

possible time, therefore, is at step 306. If the program terminates there, much time

m can be saved.

tf5 Effects and Implementations

Q As the foregoing description demonstrates, the present invention provides an

%l efficient and easy to use photo extraction technique which may be conveniently

yl implemented using a scanner and software running on a personal computer or other

11 processing device. Each of the various buffers mentioned above may be

20 conveniently implemented as portions of system memory 12 or a high speed area of

a storage medium of storage device 18. The photo extraction technique may also be

implemented with hardware components, such as discrete logic circuits, one or more

application specific integrated circuits (ASICs), digital signal processors, program-

controlled processors, or the like. A combination of software and hardware may also

25 be used to implement the photo extraction technique.

With these implementation alternatives in mind, it is to be understood that

the block and flow diagrams show the performance of certain specified functions

and relationships thereof. The boundaries of these functional blocks have been

defined herein for convenience of description. Alternate boundaries may be defined

30 so long as the specified functions are performed and relationships therebetween are

appropriately maintained. The diagrams and accompanying description provide the
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functional information one skilled in the art would require to write program code

(i.e., software) or to fabricate circuits (i.e., hardware) to perform the processing

required.

While the invention has been described in conjunction with several specific

embodiments, many further alternatives, modifications, variations and applications

will be apparent to those skilled in the art that in light of the foregoing description.

Thus, the invention described herein is intended to embrace all such alternatives,

modifications, variations and applications as may fall within the spirit and scope of

the appended claims.
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